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ROBERT ROBERTSON 
Robert Robertson, assistant cura- 


4 tor of the American Numismatic 
| Society, at Broadway and 156th 


Street, died Friday night of heart 
disease at his residence, 140 Thirty- 
third Street, Brooklyn, He was a 


‘| bachelor, 67 years old, 


REV. CARL A, ANDERSON 
GARDNER, Mass., Jan. 24 (P).— 
The Rev. Carl A. Anderson, retired 
Swedish Baptist minister, died here 
today. His age was 69. 
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Deaths 


ROBERTSON—Robert, Jan. 22, assistant 
curator American Numismatic Society. 
Funeral St. Rocco Church, 218 27th St., 
Brooklyn, 9:30 A. M. Tuesday. 

ROSENFELD—Bianca Blum, at her late 
residence, Lawrence, L. I., beloved wife 
of Louis, devoted mother of George M., 
Notice of funeral later. 

ROSS—On Jan. 22, Nora, of 507 West 113th 
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February 23, 1937 


This memorandum is an effort to record the results of 
the activities of Robert Robertson, Assistant to the 
Curator, who died on January 22, 1957, after having been in 
the eaploy of the American HNumisnatic Society since 1927. 

One of the reasons for ur. Robertson's engagement 
involved additional protection for the Society's collection, 
and throughout his incumbency a consideration vroportion 
of his time was expended in fitting our metal trays with 
a thin cardboard lining which occupied the »sortion of each 
tray not given over to the coin boxes, therefore permitting 
at a gience the discovery of the removal of any of the 
boxes or their contents. 

This involved the orderly arrangement of the trays 
#S an initial operation and the checking, correcting and 
frequently the re-labelling of the coin boxes. As a col- 
lateral objective, the coins were cleaned and lacquered and 
the very large section of our cabinet devoted to Ruropean and 
American coins have had this work completed. 

The aiditions of the book references for the 


respective coins and the re-arrangements necessary because 
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of added material agded to the effectiveness of the result. 

Because of his experience as a photographer, we are 
indebted to Mr. Robertson for the selection of much of the 
equipment for cur basement room in which the photography is 
done. The effectiveness of his work is evidenced by the 
growing demand for this service on the part of members and 
dealers. 

Our collections have benefited through his expert 
knowledge; especially in the field of his native Swedish 
coin our collection probably surpasses any outside of 
Sweden. This condition was made possible through the trans- 
fer of his personal collection at monsiderabig’ peice cost. 
Upon virtue of this action, and because it involved a gift 
in excess of the minimum, the Council designated him a 
patron. 

Realizing the weakness of our collection of modern 
bracteates, Mr. Robertson next turned his attention to 
forming a collection of these interesting pieces and this 
later was transferred to the Society at less than cost. A 


similar procedure marked the transfer of his collection of 


ve 


coin scales, which forms one of the most attractive of our 
Museua'’s exhibits. It has not been cossaible to estimate how 
much the up~building of the coliection owas to his constant 
seeking of pieces which filled gaps and many of these were 
acquired at a cost that was little more than their metal con 
tent. The trays devoted to Teutonic end North European 


coinages owe much to his knowledge of this special field. 


Secretary 


Mr. Robert Robertson, Assistant Curator of the American Numismatic 
Society, passed away suddenly at his home in Brooklyn, on January 22nd. 

He had been in poor health for some time but was able to attend to his 
duties up to the day before his death. 

ir. Robertson was born in Stockhola, Sweden, on September 12, 
1869, He was the son of an artist, Carl Robert Gronvall, from whom 
he inherited a talent for painting. He studied art from an eurly age 
and at 14 was the youngest person who had ever been admitted te the 
National Musewa for the purpose of copying. His father died while he was 
young and his mother married a second time and later came to this country. 
He foliowed in 1892. 

Finding his name hard to pronounce in this country, he followed a 
Swkdish custom of changing his name by edding "son" to his father's name, 
He found it extremely har’ getting work thet satisfied him in this country 
and agsayed many different kinds of jobs. Yor many years he was a machinist 
in the Brooklyn Watchcase Company but was always endeavoring to associate 
himself with art or the art trade. He did much free-lance work in 

terior decorating, art "for art's sake", and photography. 

At tha time of the World War he was a foreman in the Automatic 
Products Company that was busy with munition products. Shortly after the 
War he was with Gutteg Brothers and later went inte the coin business 
for himself. He became associated as Assistant Curator with the American 
Numismatic Society in the summer of 1927 where he remained until his death. 

From early childhood he was a collector. His interest in coins 


remained constant and he collected whenever he could afford to do 80. He 
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Pormed one of the finest collections of Swedish coins in the world, This 
collection is now in the cabinet of the American Numismatic Society. 

In 1935 the Swedish governaent conferred on him the decoration 
of Knight of the Order of Vasa, First Class, for his many donations 
to the national coin collection. 

His interest in boys and their activities has always been keen, 
A resident of Brooklyn for many years he has been associated with the 
boys in hig parish and had formed on two different occasions bands and 
drum copps, and in recent years took special delight in helping smell 
boys of the parish better themselves, taking groups of boys on outings, 
atce 

His funeral was attended by a large musber ef the people in the 
parish. The Fife and Drum Corps and Boy Scout organisations led a pasate 


from the funeral parler to thé church and then passed by his home, 


Mr. Robert Robertson, Assistant Curator of the American Numismatic 


Society, passed away suddenly at his home in Brooklyn, on January 22nd. 
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He had been in poor health for some time _- 4 
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much better—than HES had 


Mr. Robertson was born in Stockholm, Sweden, on September 12, 1969. 
He was the son of an artist, Carl Robert Gronvall, Aer ata he inherited 
a talent for painting. He studied art from an early age and at 14 was the 
youngest person who had ever been admitted to the National Museum for the 
purpose of copying. His father died while he was young and his mother 
Married a second time and later came to this. country. He followed in 
1892. 

Finding his name hard to pronounce in this country, he followed a 
Swedish custom of changing his name by adding "son" to his father's name. 
He found it extremely hard getting work that satisfied him in this 
country and assayed many different kinds nN For many years he was a 
machinist in the Brooklyn Watchcase Company but was always endeavoring to a 
associate himself with art or the art trade. He did much free-lance work in 
interior decorating, art "for art's sake", and photography. 

At the time of the World War he was a foreman in the Autometic 
Products Company that was busy with munition products. Shortly after the 
War he was with Guttag Brothers and later went into the Coin business 
for himself. He became associated as Assistant Curator with the American 
Numismatic Society in the summer of 1927 where he remained until his death. 

From early childhood he was a collector. His interest in coins 


remained constant and he collected whenever he could afford to do so. He 
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formed one of the finest collection of Swedish coins in the world. This — 
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collection is now in the cabinet of the American Numismatic Society. 


His interest in boys and their activities has always been keen. 


A resident of Brooklyn for many years he has been associated with the oe ¢ 
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boys in his parish and had formed a two different t#mes_ bands and drum corps, a 


in recent years took special delight in helping small boys of the parish “FR 
better themselves, taking groups of boys on outings, etc. : ‘ 5 
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His funeral was attended by a large number of the people in the =e 
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parish. The Fife and Drum Corps and Boy Scout organizations led a parade 


the funeral parlor to the church and then passed by his home. 


Mr. Robert Robertson, Assistant Curator of the American Numismatic 
Society, passed away suddenly at his home in Brooklyn, on January 22nd, 

He had been in poor health for some time but was able to attend to his 
duties up to the day before his death. 

Mir. Robertson was born in Stockholm, Sweden, on September 12, 

1869. He was the son of an artist, Carl Robert Gronvall, from whom 

he inherited a talent for painting. He atudiad art from an early age 

and at 14 was the youngest person who had ever been admitted to the 
National Museum for the purpose of copying. His father died while he was 
young and his mother married a second time and later came to this country. 
He followed in 1892. | 

Finding his name hard to pronounce in this country, he followed a 
Swkdish custom of changing his name by adding "son" to his father's name, 
He found it extremely hard getting work that satisfied him in this country 
and assayed many different kinds of jobs. For many years he was a machinist 
in the Brooklyn Watchcase Company but was always endeavoring to associate 
himself with art or the art trade. He did much free-lance work in 
interior decorating, art "for art's sake", and photography. 

At the time of the World War he was a foreman in the Automatic 
Products Company that was busy with munition products. ‘Shortly after the 
Var he was with Guttag Brothers and later went into the coin business 
for himself. He became associated as Assistant Curator with the American 
Numismatic Society in the summer of 1927 where he remained until his death. 

From early childhood he was a collector. His interest in coins 


remained constant and he collected whenever he could afford to do 80. He 
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formed one of the finest collections of Swedish coins in the world. This 
collection is now in the cabinet of the American Numismatic Society. 

In 1935 the Swedish government conferred on him the decoration 
of Knight of the Order of Vasa, First Class, for his many donations 
to the national coin collection, 

His interest in boys and their activities has always been keen, 
A resident of Brooklyn for many years he has been associated with the 
boys in his parish and had formed on two different occasions bands and 
drum copps, and in recent years took special delight in helping small 
boys of the parish better themselves, taking groups of boys on outings, 
etce 

His funeral was attended by a large number of the people in the 
parish. The Fife and Drum Corps and Boy Scout organizations led a parade 


from the funeral parlor to thé church and then passed by his home, 


975 Woodycrest Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 
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Mr. Howland Wood, Curator 

The American Numismatic Society 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Woods: 

I hereby make application for the position of Assistant 
Curator in the Museum of the American Numismatic Society. 

i greatly desire this appointment because of my love for 
the science of Numismatics and the immense opportunities which would 
be afforded to me for study and research. 

I feel that my numismatic experience and certain other 

qualifications would enable me to fulfill the duties required of me 
as soon as I may become familiar with them. I have been a collector 
all my life, and of coins particularly during the last ten years. 
During this time I have been forming a general collection of the coins 
of the world, studying the historical and geographical series which 
such a collection must necessarily encompass. I have naturally 
learned a great deal about the attribution of foreign coins, particu- 
larly of Europe, and the languages used in the various legends. 
I have had some experience in cleaning coins and in the electrolytic 
process of removing corrosion. I have also some experience in photo- 
graphy and work with plaster casts. I am able with the aid of a dic- 
tionary to translate slowly French, German, Italian and some Russian. 
This, I am certain, could be speeded up with a little practice. 

As to my education, I entered Columbia University during 
the early part of the World War, and left to serve in the American 
Ambulance Corps with the French in 1916. Later I served with the U. S. 


Marine Corps upon the entry of this country into the conflict. After 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, #2 


the war, due to the loss of my father, I was unable to continue my 
studies in college. However, I have studied several night courses 
and home study courses, learning among other things, Surveying and 
Engineering, which has been my profession since 1921. My varied 
reading, research work and travel, I believe, have broadened my out- 
look and have rounded out a good general education. 

As to salary, I would be glad to start at thirty-five dollars 
a week. 

I sincerely hope that you will look with favor upon my ap- 
plication, and that I may soon know the pleasure of working with you 
in this our chosen field of endeavor. 


Very truly yours, 


Dy Mami) CC Cee 
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s EMPLOYMENT RECORD -—-— WILLIAM L. CLARK 


Relatives: 


Aunt —- Mrs. W. G. Ver Planck, 190 Riverside Dr., NYC. 
Mother - Mrs. H. S. Clark, Skyland Farm, Harriman, N. Y. 
Brother, H. S. Clark, Jr., 512 N. Shepherd St., Richmond, Va. 
. F. D. Clark, Veteran's Hospital, Castle Point, N. Y. 
Wife's Father, W. M. ’Bodey, 1077 Nelson Ave., ae 
" Mother, Mrs. W. M. Bodey, " y 


References 


D. G. Verwey, Pastor, 1411 Jessup Ave., NYC 
L. G. Odell, 1404 a x " 
I. Snyderman, Coin dealer, 1 E. 59th St., NYC 
M. Wormser, z 95 Fifth Ave., NYC 
Harry J. Stein, Attorney, 1440 Bdway, NYC 


Former Employment Address of 


Capacity Immediate Sup. 

Feb. 1955 to Mar. 1937, Park Dept., NYC Engineer Robert McKenzie 

158th St. & Riverside same 

Drive, West. 
July 1934 to Feb. 1935 Unemployed 
Jan. 1954 to July 1934 Civil Works Admin. 3 Unknown 

New York, N. Y. 
Nov. 1932 to Jan. 1934 Unemployed 
Dec. 1923 to Now. 1932 G. C. Wheeler Chief of 

702 W. 18lst 4t. Party same 

NYC 

Apr. 1923 to Dec. 1923 Terry & Tench Co. Transit unknown 

out of business Man 
June 1922 to Feb. 1923 Todd, Robertson, Tood Rodman in 


Eng. Corp., New York, 
N.Y. 


Survey group unknown 


UNION REFORMED CHURCH OF HIGHBRIDGE 
OGDEN AVENUE near 169th STREET 


Rev. Daniel G. Verwey, Minister NEW YORK CITY Wiliam Clark, Treas. 
1411 JESUP AVE., N. Y., N. Y¥ Lewis C. Odell, Financial Se 
hate TOpping 2-4192 Richard Turnbull, Clerk 


ESTABLISHED 1860 


March 1, 1937. 


To whom it may concern: 

This is te certifv that I have known Mr. William Clark 
for the past twentm years. He has been a member of 

the church during all these years and for the past 
eleven years he has served as our treasurer and is 
still acting in that capacity. 

IT am glad to bear witness to his sterling qualities. 

He is a splendid Christian gentlemen, honest and 
upright, reliable and willing, capable and trustworthy 
in assuming large responsibilities. I would regard him 
as a real asset to any organization that could make uge 


of his services. 


Sincerely yours, 


Marie 4 Vs 


Danie) G. Verwey 


156 Hast 79th. Street 
New York City, N.Y. 


farch ist. 1937 


American Numismatic Society 
155 Street and Broadway 
New York City. 


Dear Sirs: 

' [ understand that Mr. William Clark is an applicant 
for a position with your Society, I have known Mr. Clark for 
many years and his father and family also. He is a man of 
good character, married with one child, while I do not know 
Ppeonnarae ter of the work that he is expected to do,I feel 
sure if honesty and loyalty are all that is necessary that 
he is certainly qualified for the position. 

I might add that I cannot from what I know of Mr. 
Clark conceive of his applying for a position that he was 
not sure he could fill. 
Yours sincerely 


Oberle, SAAtc ae ie Oe 
ee Pies Throckmorton 


70-10 Continental Avenue 
Forest Hills, L. I« 
March 4, 1937 


TO WHOM IT MAY BE OF INTEREST: 

This is to certify that I personally 
have Known William Le Clark since April 19355, dur- 
ing which time he has been employed under my super- 
Vision as an engineer and surveyor. 

Mre Clark is industrious, efficient and 
of very good character. JI am pleased to recommend 
him, sincerely believing he will fulfill any 


responsibilities undertaken. 


RO Mie Mackenzie 


RVM/B 


OFFICERS 


ARTHUR W. DEAS, President 
ARTHUR E. OWEN, Vice-President 
MAX G. JOHL, Secretary 

GEORGE R. M. EWING, Treasurer 


TRUSTEES 


ALFRED F, LICHTENSTEIN 
THEODORE E. STEINWAY 
LAURENCE B. MASON 


THE COLLECTORS CLUB BOARD OF GOVERNORS 


CLARENCE W. BRAZER 


30 EAST 42nd STREET ARTHUR W. DEAS 
GEORGE R. M. EWING 
NEW YORK CITY FREDERIC R. HARRIS 


MAX G, JOHL 


EDWARD S. KNAPP 

Telephone VAnderbilt 3-0640 HARRY L. LINDQUIST 
ARTHUR E. OWEN 
CHARLES J, PHILLIPS 


— ESTABLISHED 1896 — HON. LIFE GOVERNOR 
JOHN N. LUFF 


february 28th, 1937. 


Mr. Howland Wood,Curator, 
The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 155 Street, 


New York,N.Y- 
Dear Mr. Wood:- 


Mr. William 


LeClark has asked me to give ham a letter of refers: 


ence to you,in connection with his application for the position of Asst. 
Curator in your institution. 


I hardly think this necessary as you must undoubtedly know Mr. 
Glark on account of his activities with the Bronx Coin Club. He is also 
acmember of your society and the American “Numismatic Association. 


I have known for the past several years of his interest and work 


in coins and enjoyed 
considerable ability 
I understand he is a 
eer working with the 


I therefore 
feel assured that he 


seeing a lot of his material which evinced a rather 
in the selection,care and arrangement of material. 
N.Y.5S. licensed surveyor and a practical civil engin- 
Park Vept. of the Vity of New York. 


cheerfully commend him for your consideration and 
is able to meet your every requirement. 


Your very truly, 


Ves ee ee oe 


Arthur W.Deas. 


Ghe American Numismatic Association 


T. JAMES CLARKE, President 
38 Charles Street Jamestown, N. Y. 


RAGNAR CEDERLUND, Ist Vice Pres. 
548 Provident Ave., Winnetka, III. 

J. DOUGLAS FERGUSON. 2nd Vice Pres. 
Rock Island, Quebec, Canada 

CHARLES W. FOSTER, Librarian and 
Curator, 100 Astor Drive, Rochester, N. Y. 

GEORGE H. BLAKE, Treas., 12 Highs 
land Ave., Jersey City, N. J. 

HARRY T. WILSON, Gen’! Secretary 


Federal Charter Granted 1912 


BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
HENRY HUNT, Chairman, 


114 Wabash St. W. E. Pittsburgh, Pa. 


WILLIAM A. PHILPOTT, Jr. 
Texas Bankers Asso. Dallas, Texas. 
MORITZ WORMSER, 95 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 
SHEPARD POND, 
Boston, Mass. 


258 Boylston St., 


NELSON T. THORSON, 306 S. 19th St., 


535 N. SAWYER Ave., Garfield Park Omaha, Neb. 


Station, Chicago, Ill. 

FRANK G. DUFFIELD, Editor and Bus- 
iness Manager, 4215 Fernhill Ave., 
Baltimore, Md. 


OFFICE OF THE TREASURER 


March end 1957 12 Highland Ave., Jersey City, N. J. 


* Sears . x + « 
American Numismatic Society, 


156th Street, West Of Broadway, 


Co No 


Attention of Mr. Howland Wood. 


Tt is my understanding that Mr. William L. Clark of New York Cit 


¥ o 


has applied to you for the position of Assistant Curator, and has offered 


my name as reference. 


In regard to this matter I would say that I have known Mr. Clark 


= 


for a number of years, since my entry into the Bronx Coin Club. 


He is on the Board of Governors of that club and a regular attend- 


He has exhibits at all meetings, sometimes very numerous, and 
ably explains them all. 

He has a genial manner and is popular with the members. 

Believing that he could ably meet your requirements for the 


position indicated, I take pleasure in recommending him to your favorable 


NUMISMATICS: The Science and Study of Coins, Money and Medals and the Historical Study of All Nations and 
their Rulers through the Medium of their Coinage 


GEORGE C. WHEELER ALBERT E. WHEELER 


G. C. & A. E. WHEELER 
CIVIL ENGINEERS AND CITY SURVEYORS 


702 WEST 181st STREET 
(s. W. COR. BROADWAY) 
TELEPHONE RIVERDALE OFFICE 


WASHINGTON HEIGHTS 7-1085 PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS AND 
LAND SURVEYORS WALDO AVE. AND WEST 244TH ST. 
(FIELDSTON) 


LICENSEDBY STATE OF N. Y. 
IN REPLYING 


PLEASE REFER TO No. 
NEW YorRK, NOVe 28, 1932. 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


Mr. William LL. Clark entered our employ nine years 
ago as a transitman and soon worked up to the position of 
Chief of Party. He has had a greatly varied field experience 
covering all kinds of surveying from rough topography, cross- 
sections, etc., to the most precise traverse and building line 
work, together with preparing of survey maps and reports, 
contract estimates, etc.. 


During the progress of street improvements and other 
developments he has assisted in supervising construction and 
the issuing of certificates for payments, etc.. 


We have found that he has always carried through the 
work entrusted to him in the most efficient manner, meeting all 
responsibilities, using good judgment and serving us faithfully 
in every way. 


Owing to the present unfavorable conditions in the 
real estate market and the shutting down of public improvements 
we are compelled to reduce our engineering force and regret 
having to dispense with Mr. Clark's services. 


We take pleasure in recommending him for a responsible 


surveying or engineering position requiring expert services 
with devotion to the interest of his employer. 


Ge C. & A. EB. WHEELER. 
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